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ExkcutivE DEPARTMENT, 
Santa Fr, Dec] 7th, 1858. 


To the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of New Mexico. 

I have received the Resolution of the Legislative Assembly requesting 
me to inform them “what is the present state of the war with the 
Navajoes, how many have been the victims among the soldiers and 
other citizens of the United, States, how much property belonging 
to the Government and to private citizens have been destroyed 
during the war, and what are the measures taken to make a Treaty 
of peace with said tribe of Indians.” Inreply tosaid resolution, I have 
the honor to state to the Legislative Assembly, that since the separa- 
tion of the duties of Superintendent of Indian Affairs from those of 


the Executive Department the Governor of the Territory has had 
nothing to do, officially, with our Indian relations, either in peace or 
in wari When, therefore complaints have been made to him of murders 
committed by the Indians, or depredations npon the property of 
our citizens. all he comld do was to refer them to the Superintendent 
of Indian Affairs, or to the Officer Commafiding the Military Depart- 
ment of New Mexico, that the property destroyed by the Indians 
inight be paid for under the laws of the United States, or the In- 
Rians panished by the military force sent here for our protection. 
Since the commencement of the war, it has ras thonght necessary 
to cali on yy TE I es Col. Bonneville, 
who had a ea hee FA dark lilifary Department, 

found that the war had been ae inevitable by the premature 
attack at Bear Spring, he exerted himself, with commendable zeal and 
diligence, to throw all the necessary, force into the Navajo country ; 
and he assures me, that at the time the armistice was concluded by Mr. 
Yost, ourIndian Agent, and Col Miles, who was in command of the 


army, therg. W a th pe: in the field, quite as many as 
he consi. ‘eda? fal al A. sapplied« with “provisions 
atgo snclement a season. 

Having, therefore, uo official connection with the war, and no offi- 
cial information on the subject, J gid not think it my duty to say any 
thing to you, in my annnal message, upon the Navajo war. Your 
Ke.lutior makes it ing duty to submit to you whatever knowledge I 
have en the subiect, although J have no information except snch as 
hashook m IRI Bik #hieh, T think, may be relied upon, and such 

af latte eef lama rey nt (ere an with the Heats of the Je- 
a and Miltary Pepa Mangntrinthisferritery:: Fran these enareés of 


iafummedtion.it) eppder ihata wit thus fr has not been very. dis- 
ag 9> vag oy, «ilgt Sigea Tug dndians. haye net dared jn any consider-— 
able unmber, to g acomnter our troops, su as to risk the fate of the war 
upon n Cale battle. as, few of the Indi fans have been ki! kcd by our 
irode, i w ciate Seon titi parties, nät sonre of their stock takèn or 
kileds: witilentae Ladians hare killed asiess number. of gue seidiers, but 
hag yorti evo TR elaring: oud. carrying, of, 
stock J fT to the U uited states. andi to the ‘peop-e ef the Tere 
SHAO fomeans of khd ing the ext umount of property, 
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so taken, but suppose, that when theaccount comes to be sett- 
led there will not be found to be mach advantage on either side in 
this respect. If, therefore, the Indians have been castigated and 
humbled, ss our Indian Agent says they have, we ought to be glad 
of it, because it is what ought to be done, and if true, has certainly 
been done without the effusion of much blood, and shows an humble 
and submissive spirit on the part of the Navajoes, which hag not 
been thought heretofore a part of their character. 

At present the waris suspended. The Indians sued for peace, and 
the Indian Agent and Military Commander, believing the Indians 
sufficiently castigated and humbled, agreed to an armistice for 
thirty ‘days. The Armistice provided only for the surrender, by 
the Indians, of property taken from the Fort and which belonged to 
the United States, but did not provide for the surrender of private pro- 
perty taken by the Indians during the war from the citizens of the 
Territory. The Armistice did not provide for the surrender of the mur- 
derer, which was the cause of the war, nor evenfor the payment of the 
negro boy who was murdered, although the Indians, before the war, 
agreed to pay any pricefor him, however extravagant. Iftherefore the 
Navajoes have been castigated and humbled, the armistice unfortun- 
ately affords no evidence of it. 

The Superintendent of Indian Affairs and the Commander “of the 
Military Department left Santa Fe a few days ago, for the seat of 
war. I have been assured by them, that they will consent to no peace 
upon the terms of the armistice. They will require at least the 
surrender of private as well as public property taken hy the Indians 
during the war, and a meridian line shall be established, east of which 
the Navajoes shall neither plant, nor graze.their stock. A peace less 
favorable to us would be unjust, a mere delusion, and could not last. 
If the Navajoes are humbled as it is said they are, they must give 
some better ‘proof of it than empty words. If a peace should be 
agreed upon, the terms will be known to you long before the ter- 
mination of your session, and if no peace should be agreed upon, the 
war, no doubt, will be prosecutedwith renewed vigor. 

l Very respectfully submitted, l 
A. RENCHER. 
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